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Abstract


For Ontario colleges the engagement into applied research activity is fairly new having begun slowly eight years ago.  The level of activity has reached a point that policies and procedures are now formalized at many colleges.  This formalization of policies includes the involvement of students in the teacher-led applied research activities.  Some Ontario colleges have developed clear goals and objectives for the student participation as well as formal recruitment and interview procedures.


This study sought to investigate the role that Ontario college students played as they participated in teacher-led applied research projects and how this participation affected their learning in this experiential learning environment.  Topics investigated included; the characteristics of the students such as highest level of education, previous experience with research, and personality traits; the role of the students during the research projects; and the perceptions the students and teachers had about the experience conducting research.

This study took one Ontario college and investigated the student researcher program by interviewing students, teachers, and a college administrator, and gathering information from college documents such as the research division strategic plan, the student researcher training manual, and the college website.

The highest education level of the students was variable, but almost all the students interviewed reported no prior research experience.  The students did exhibit and report similar personality traits such as enjoyment of challenges, being self-motivated, being driven, and not being bothered by failure.  The student researcher experience presented as an experiential learning experience and the learning that happened for the students was meaningful and personal.  Both students and teachers described the research experience as a real-world experience and felt it was valuable to the student.

